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Medicare v. Eldercare—A Big Issue Finally Resolved

WHAT THE PUBLIC WANTS

In a democracy the public eventually gets what it wants by way of legislation. | have received
many letters demanding to know why | favor Medicare “when the people of my state and the
country are opposed.” The answer is that all the information | can obtain indicates that a
majority of my constituents and of the American people favor passage of this legislation:

** The nationwide Harris Poll recently reported that, if they had to choose between
Medicare and lower taxes, or Medicare and a balanced budget, Americans would choose
Medicare by a margin of 2 to 1.

** Last year | sent a questionnaire to every resident of my district, and the responses ran 3
to 2 in favor of Medicare.

** An expensive private poll in Arizona last year revealed that a big majority of Democrats
and a narrow majority of Republicans favored Medicare.

DEMOCRACY AT WORK

Thus | believe that in a very real sense the final decision was made, not by those of us in
Congress, but by the people of this country who have in various ways made their wishes known.
This is an example of the workings of a representative democracy. While there may be delays
and protracted debate, in the long run legislation is based on popular support. | have read all
your letters and studied each of these proposals, and it is my conviction that we are doing the
right thing. Within a few years, in my judgment, many of those who bitterly and sincerely
opposed this law will wonder why we waited until 1965 to meet this serious need.

Source: Udall, M. K. (1965, March 31). Medicare v. Eldercare—a big issue finally resolved.
Retrieved from http://www.library. arizona.edu/exhibits/udall/congrept/89th/650331.htm
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President Johnson on Why the Elderly Should Get Support from the Federal Government

After it was suggested to him that Social Security beneficiaries should get a back payment
because it would be good for the economy, President Johnson disagreed. He said that the
elderly should get their back payment because

“...they are entitled to it. That’s an obligation of ours. It’s just like your mother writing you and
saying she wants $20, and I'd always sent mine a $100 when she did. | never did it because |
thought it was going to be good for the economy of Austin [Texas]. | always did it because |
thought she was entitled to it... [In defending the idea in Congress] We've just got to say that by
God you can’t treat grandma this way. She’s entitled to it and we promised it to her.”

Source: DeWitt, L. (2003, May). The Medicare program as a capstone to the Great Society-
Recent revelations in the LBJ White House tapes. Retrieved from
http://www.larrydewitt.org/Essays/MedicareDaddy.htm
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Ronald Reagan Speaks Out Against Socialized Medicine

One of the traditional methods of imposing... socialism on a people has been by way of
medicine.

It’s very easy to disguise a medical program as a humanitarian project. Most people are a little
reluctant to oppose anything that suggests medical care for people who possibly can’t afford
it...

They want to attach this bill [an early version of Medicare] to Social Security and they say,
“Here is a great insurance program, now instituted, now working.” Let’s take a look at Social
Security itself. Again, very few of us disagree with the original premise that there should be
some form of savings that would keep destitution from following unemployment by reason of
death, disability or old age. And to this end, Social Security was adopted, but it was never
intended to supplant private savings, private insurance, pension programs of unions and
industries...

You and | can do this [stop this Medicare legislation]. The only way we can do it is by writing to
our congressmen...

If you don’t, this program | promise you, will pass... and behind it will come other federal
programs that will invade every area of freedom as we have known it in this country... and if
you don’t do this and | don’t do this, one of these days we are going to spend our sunset years
telling our children and our children’s children, what it once was like in America when men
were free.

Listen to the entire recording: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYrIDIrLDSQ

Source: Liberty Voice. (2009, September 8). Ronald Reagan’s 1961 coffee cup speech. Retrieved
from http://www.thelibertyvoice. com/ronald-reagan%E2%80%99s-1961-coffeecup-speech
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From Barry Goldwater’s Essay “The Conscience of a Conservative”

The Conservative realizes... that man’s development, in both its spiritual and material aspects,
is not something that can be directed by outside forces. Every man, for his individual good and
for the good of his society, is responsible for his own development. The choices that govern

his life are choices that he must make: they cannot be made by any other human being, or by a
collectivity of human beings. If the Conservative is less anxious than his Liberal brethren to
increase Social Security “benefits,” it is because he is more anxious than his Liberal brethren
that people be free throughout their lives to spend their earnings when and as they see fit...

There are a number of ways in which the power of government can be measured... [including]...
the extent of government interference in the daily lives of individuals. The farmer is told how
much wheat he can grow. The wage earner is at the mercy of national union leaders whose
great power is a direct consequence of federal labor legislation. The businessman is hampered
by a maze of government regulations, and often by direct government competition. The
government takes six per cent of most payrolls in Social Security Taxes and thus compels
millions of individuals to postpone until later years the enjoyment of wealth they might
otherwise enjoy today. Increasingly, the federal government sets standards of education,
health and safety...

Source: Goldwater, B. (2004). The 2004 essay: The conscience of a conservative. Heritage
Foundation. Retrieved from http://www.heritage.org/about/speeches/president-essays
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