
Presented by: Susanna Pierce McConnell

Email: Susanna.Pierce.McConnell@gmail.com

Date: September 5, 2023

Professional Development

Do You Pickle? The Economics of Pickleball 



2

You can now access CEE’s professional development webinars directly on EconEdLink.org! To receive 
these new professional development benefits, become an EconEdLink member. As a member, you 
will now be able to: 

• Automatically receive a professional development certificate via e-mail within 24 hours after 
viewing any webinar for a minimum of 45 minutes

• Register for upcoming webinars with a simple one-click process 

• Easily download presentations, lesson plan materials and activities for each webinar 

• Search and view all webinars at your convenience 

• Save webinars to your EconEdLink dashboard for easy access to the event

Access our new Professional Development page here

EconEdLink Membership

https://econedlink.org/membership/
https://econedlink.org/professional-development/professional-development-upcoming/?view-by=dayGridMonth&currentStart=2020-Mar-1&activeStart=2020-Mar-1&activeEnd=2020-Apr-11
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Professional Development Opportunities

To earn professional development credit for CEE webinars found on EconEdLink, you must:

• Watch a minimum of 45-minutes and you will automatically receive a professional development certificate 
via e-mail within 24 hours. 

• Attendees can learn how much credit they will earn per workshop. 

Accessing resources: 

• You can now easily download presentations, lesson plan materials, and activities for each webinar from 
EconEdLink.org/professional-development/

Local resources: 

• Insert your local professional development opportunities (if applicable)

http://www.econedlink.org/professional-development


About Me
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Susanna McConnell

AP Microeconomics Teacher, Master Teacher

Susanna Pierce McConnell is a curriculum consultant, Master teacher for the Council of Economics Education and the 
Foundation for Economic Education, and an AP Economics at Westlake High School. She strives to make teaching and 
learning meaningful for teachers and students. In her past 15 years in education, she has taught social studies in the 
US and abroad, participated in Harvard’s Globalizing the Classroom Fellowship, and has traveled with US teachers to 
schools in Japan and South Africa on two remarkable Study Tours. Susanna founded the Teacher Innovation Academy 
on her high school campus where she facilitated PD for 6 years for 30 educators who strive to share best practices 
through innovation. Susanna earned degrees in Spanish and International Economics and her Master of Arts in 
Teaching from Trinity University in San Antonio. Her greatest joys are finding the many connections of economics to 
the real world, traveling, speaking Spanish, and spending time with her family.
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Agenda
• Participant Insights
• Background: Pickleball Content Connections
• Classroom Integration

○ Warm Ups: Media
○ Individual Tasks
○ Group Task

• Reflect
• Questions
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Objectives
• Participants will:

○ discover digital media that can facilitate student learning 
about pickleball.

○ learn social emotional strategies to connect the content to 
students’ lives.

○ learn relevant tasks to use with tools in their classrooms.
○ reflect on the implementation into their own classroom.
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National Standards
• Standard 2: Effective decision making requires comparing the additional costs 

of alternatives with the additional benefits. Many choices involve doing a 
little more or a little less of something: few choices are “all or nothing” 
decisions.

• Standard 7: A market exists when buyers and sellers interact. This interaction 
determines market prices and thereby allocates scarce goods and services. 



Let’s Connect:
SEL

If you could only play one sport, which 
would you choose?
Paddle Board, Pickleball, Tennis, Ping 
Pong

 Add your 
response in the 
Chat box!

Class intro slide



The Shifters of Demand

• Trends or Tastes
• Related Goods’ Prices
• Income
• Buyers (# of buyers)
• Expectations

Background: Demand Shifters

These factors change consumer behavior to demand more or less at ALL 
prices.



Media Connections

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95_HeEELzYU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EbuXOTFTzY
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/tennis-pickleball-tom-brady-lebron-james-buy-teams-sport-winni-rcna51908
https://time.com/6219370/lebron-james-pickleball/
https://www.wsj.com/story/pickleball-diehards-are-choosing-vacations-based-on-where-they-can-play-46dedff1
https://www.businessinsider.com/pickleball-growth-could-cause-million-dollars-medical-costs-injuries-ubs-2023-6
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma-Ab5LVZJA
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/08/19/business/dealbook/pickleball-business.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtEWJSc_FJw
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/07/26/major-league-pickleball-founder-on-growth-challenges.html




Implementation #1: Warm Ups or Starters



1. What did you hear in the 
video?

2. So what would be the impact 
on demand?

3. Now what is the component 
changing this demand?

Warm Up Music Video: Pickleball

DURATION: 
10 minutes 214K views

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95_HeEELzYU


1. What did you hear about 
the growth of pickleball?

2. So what would be the 
impact on other markets?

3. Now what is the cause of 
this growth (SHIFTERS)?

Warm Up NBC News: Pickleball

DURATION: 
10 minutes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma-Ab5LVZJA&t=154


SEL

How are all of these people connected? 
(besides being famous)

 Add your 
response in the 
Chat box!



Implementation #2: Real World Fridays: Podcasts or 
Videos

https://www.wsj.com/podcasts/the-journal/is-big-money-souring-pickleball/7e27c370-3cd6-41da-b450-45a9c4bf445b
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZ1hkViWirY&t=1049


1. Explain the non-price determinants 
of demand.

2. Identify how population changes 
(buyers) and trends can impact 
demand (trends).

3. Post template to GC for students to 
take notes.

4. Let students listen and take notes.

Overview

DURATION: 30 - 45 minutes



Implementation #3: Cost-Benefit Analysis Choice Board
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Background: Cost-Benefit Analysis

● A process used to evaluate the potential costs and benefits of a 
proposed project or policy
○ If TB > TC or if positive net benefit, then complete

● Total Benefits:
○ The improvements in wellbeing or financial impacts on 

markets from the choice
● Total Costs

○ The explicit and implicit costs of the decision
■ Explicit: physical receipts
■ Implicit: next best use of the money



1. Have students bring in headphones.
2. Post the task to Google Classroom.
3. Explain cost-benefit analysis.
4. Explain the steps for research.

a. Complete Part A.
b. Select 3 articles to read.
c. Data/Insight/Question

Overview

DURATION: 50 - 60 minutes



Thinking In Action!



Example Research



Example Research



Group Exploration (7 mins)

What did you read?
I saw… I’m wondering…



SEL

What do you value about your city?

 Add your 
response in the 
Chat box!



Implementation #4: Cost-Benefit Analysis for City 
Proposal (Group)



1. Give students time to do research on 
the topic before class.

2. Let groups compile their research 
(Part A) - 10 mins.

3. Have groups weigh the benefits and 
costs of each choice (Part B) - 20 mins.

4. Let groups compile their final decision 
into a CANVA poster (Part C) - 10 mins.

Overview

DURATION (2 classes): Individual: 50 mins
Group: 50 minutes



Sharing Ideas



Breakout Rooms: Which Option? (8 mins)

What does your group think?
1. Don’t Build.
2. Resurface Existing Tennis 

Courts.
3. Build New Courts. 



What did your group decide?



Group Decisions



Group Decisions





Canva Platform



Example Billboards



Reflect

What’s something you can use in your 
classroom?

 Add your 
response in the 
Chat box!

SEL Media Task

Which paddle 
sport would 
you choose?

Podcasts #1: Warm Ups

Who are the 
celebs, and 

how do they 
connect?

Music Videos #2: Podcast 
Template

What do you 
value about 

our city?

Articles #3: Choice Board

News Articles + 
Videos

#4: Group Policy 
Proposal



Reflection
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Q & A
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References

• CNBC: Pickleball Growth
• Ode to Pickleball: Music Video
• Austin: Turf War

• Marketplace: Policy Equity

• Route 55: Mayors + Pickleball

• NYTimes: Competing Interests

• NBC News: LeBron James + Pickleball
• Time: LeBron James + Pickleball
• WSJ: Pickleball + Tourism

https://www.cnbc.com/2023/07/26/major-league-pickleball-founder-on-growth-challenges.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95_HeEELzYU&t=1s
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/austin/is-pickleball-becoming-too-popular-turf-wars-break-out-in-south-austin/amp/
https://www.marketplace.org/2023/04/11/pickleball-equity-challenges-for-city-governments/
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2023/01/mayors-try-cope-pickleball-craze/382109/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/11/sports/tennis/pickleball-platform-tennis-padel.html?auth=login-google1tap&login=google1tap
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/tennis-pickleball-tom-brady-lebron-james-buy-teams-sport-winni-rcna51908
https://time.com/6219370/lebron-james-pickleball/
https://www.wsj.com/story/pickleball-diehards-are-choosing-vacations-based-on-where-they-can-play-46dedff1
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References

• Fortune: How Pickleball Grew
• NPR: Fastest Growing Sport
• CNBC: Pickleball Tournament Growth
• NYTimes: Pickleball Private Development
• Austin Monthly: Steve Kuhn
• NPR: Fastest Growing Sport
• CNBC: Pickleball Tournament Growth
• NYTimes: Pickleball Private Development
• Bloomberg Original: America's Pickleball Craze

https://fortune.com/videos/watch/how-pickleball-became-the-fastest-growing-sport-in-america/e11223f9-ca54-49c5-b812-ec7ec2c6c963
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/19/1081257674/americas-fastest-growing-sport-pickleball
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/24/pickleball-translates-into-big-business-with-tournaments-investments.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/14/business/pickleball-courts-private-development.html
https://www.austinmonthly.com/austin-billionaire-steve-kuhns-mission-to-be-the-pickleball-king-of-the-world/
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/19/1081257674/americas-fastest-growing-sport-pickleball
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/24/pickleball-translates-into-big-business-with-tournaments-investments.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/14/business/pickleball-courts-private-development.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZ1hkViWirY
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References

● Business Insider: Pickleball Medical Costs

● CNN: Noise Complaints

● Kiplinger: Healthcare Costs

https://www.businessinsider.com/pickleball-growth-could-cause-million-dollars-medical-costs-injuries-ubs-2023-6
https://amp.cnn.com/cnn/2023/03/11/business/pickleball-sports-noise-complaints-tennis-ctpr/index.html
https://www.kiplinger.com/personal-finance/health-insurance/pickleball-injuries-kiplinger-economic-forecasts
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CEE Affiliates

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/

Include your local affiliate page

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/


Thank You to Our 
Sponsors!
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Susanna.Pierce.McConnell@gmail.com
Thank You


