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Objectives

▪Participants will receive instruction and strategies for 

teaching cross-curricular inquiry lessons and case studies. 

▪Participants will take part in an interactive activity. 

▪Participants will receive resources and lessons for 

classroom use. 



C3 Framework for Social 
Studies State Standards



Develop questions and plan inquiry

Use Disciplinary Tools and Concepts

Evaluate sources; use evidence to make 

claims 
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Communicate  Arguments, Take Informed 

Action

Guides standards writers. Guides teachers directly. No content?

CLARIFYING CONCEPTS: 
C3 FRAMEWORK INSTRUCTIONAL ARC



1. Questions
• Compelling

• Supporting

3. Performance Tasks/

Assessments
• Staging Task (i.e., the hook)

• Formative Performance Tasks

• Summative Argument (often essay)

• Summative Extension

• Taking Informed Action

2. Sources

Sample of a Completed Blueprint 

ANATOMY OF AN INQUIRY





Economic 
Happiness Inquiry



Can money buy 
happiness?



How Could Americans Be Happier?



How Could Americans Be Happier?





What’s the Catch? 
Case Study



Consumer Skills Case Study

Samantha wanted a cheap chair that she could 
use in her dorm room, did a quick search and here 
is what she found:

1. What would you tell her?

1. Would you recommend that she purchase the 
chair?  Why or why not?
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