At the Movies: Using “The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes” to Teach Economics

Using “The Hunger Games” to Teach Economic Systems
The Economic Systems of Panem 

Introduction:  In the future North America has almost been destroyed by a civil war.  The survivors created Panem.  This highly organized nation is divided into twelve districts controlled by the ruthless Capitol.   The people living in Panem’s twelve known districts suffer from extreme poverty. They have little freedom to make choices. 
Time Required: 20-25 mins. 
 Grade Level: 6-10
Objectives: 
· The student will describe and compare Traditional, Command, Market and Mixed Economic systems.
· The student will be able to identify the productive resources used to produce goods and services.
· The student will demonstrate knowledge of how economic decisions are made in the marketplace by comparing the differences among traditional, free market, command, and mixed economies
Virginia Standards of Learning- History and Social Science
CE.11
The student will apply social science skills to understand how economic decisions are made in the marketplace by 

a)
explaining that because of scarcity, consumers, producers, and governments must make choices, understanding that everyone’s choice has an opportunity cost; and

b)
comparing and contrasting how traditional, free market, command, and mixed economies decide how to allocate their limited resources.

Materials:

· Visual - What is an Economic System?

· Activity - Economic Systems of Panem
· Writing tools 

Economic Concepts

· Black Market- an illegal market which flourishes in economies where consumer goods are scarce. 

· Command Economy - This is an economy in which most economic issues of production and distribution are resolved through central planning and control.
· Goods – Tangible objects that satisfy economic wants
· Economic System –The institutional framework of formal and informal rules that a society uses to determine what to produce, how to produce and how to distribute goods and services
· Interdependence- A situation in which decisions made by one person affect decisions made by other people, or events in one part of the world or sector of the economy affect other parts of the world or other sectors of the economy. 

· Market Economy - This is an economy that relies on a system of interdependent market prices to allocate goods, services, and productive resources and to coordinate the diverse plans of consumers and producers, all of them pursuing their own self-interest.  
· Mixed Economy- Most modern counties contain characteristics of all economic systems, and are therefore mixed.  
· Opportunity Cost - The second-best alternative (or the value of that alternative) that must be given up when scarce resources are used for one purpose instead of another.
· Productive Resources – Natural resources, human resources, capital resources and entrepreneurship used to make goods and services.
· Services – Activities performed by people, firms or government agencies to satisfy economic wants.
· Scarcity – The condition that exists because human wants exceed the capacity of available resources to satisfy those wants; also a situation in which a resource has more than one valuable use. The problem of scarcity faces all individuals and organizations, including firms and government agencies.
· Specialization – A situation in which people produce a narrower range of goods and services than they consume. Specialization increases productivity; it also requires trade and increases interdependence.
· Traditional Economy – This is an economy in which customs and habits from the past are used to resolve most economic issues of production and distribution.
Procedure:

1. Prepare materials prior to class.
2. Display the visual, “What is an Economic System?”  Read and discuss the information on it with the class.  Examples of each system include: Traditional – Ethiopia and Bangladesh; Command – Cuba and North Korea; Market – United States, Australia and Japan.  (In reality all economies are mixed.  The United States is primarily a Market Economy but bartering still takes place and there are some goods and services that are totally regulated by the government such as Social Security and National Defense.)
3. Distribute the activity, “Economic Systems-District 12.”  Read the directions to the students. The students may work individually or in small groups. (This activity sheet may be made into a transparency allowing instruction to be conducted as a class activity.)
4. Allow five minutes to complete the activity.  Check for understanding.  Encourage discussion and debate. Possible Answers: 1. C-Traditional Economy 2. A- Command Economy 3. B- Market Economy, 4. A- Command Economy, 5. B. Market Economy
Evaluation:

At the conclusion ask the students put their heads down on their desks and answer the following questions by raising their right hand if the answer is true and their left hand if the answer is false.

1) The United States has a mixed economy. (T) 
2) In a command economy a central authority owns the productive resources and makes the decision as to their use. (T) 
3) Most economic systems can be described as being mixed. (T)

4) Traditional economies adapt quickly to change and promote economic growth. (F)

5) I now have a better understanding of economic systems. (T or F)
Visual-
What is an Economic System?
Every society, prosperous or poor, has an economic system.  This is because it is always necessary for a society to determine how scarce resources will be allocated.  The citizens of the fictional nation of Panem, as described in The Hunger Games series by Suzanne Collins, have a unique Economic System that is controlled by the central government.  
Economic Systems need to answer these questions:

· What Goods and Services to Produce? 
· How to Produce Goods and Services?
· For Whom to Produce Goods and Services?
Economic Systems Defined

(And how they relate to Panem)
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TRADITIONAL ECONOMY: This is an economy in which customs and habits from the past are used to resolve most economic issues of production and distribution.  Example: Sons would often follow their fathers into the same occupations in both the Capitol and the districts rather than making independent career choices.
COMMAND ECONOMY: This is an economy in which most economic issues of production and distribution are resolved through central planning and control.  The central government of Panem made all the decisions concerning who would get what resources. It also dictated what goods and services that were produced by each district.  Example: District 8 made textiles in their factories and District 11 supplied most of the nation’s fruits and vegetables.  This resulted in a perfect example of specialization.
MARKET ECONOMY: This is an economy that relies on a system of interdependent market prices to allocate goods, services, and productive resources and to coordinate the diverse plans of consumers and producers, all of them pursuing their own self-interest.  
MIXED ECONOMY: In reality, no economy is purely traditional, command, or market, not even in the highly regulated Panem.  Economies contain characteristics of all three, however one will be dominate. Due to the fact that the Capitol provided such limited resources to the districts, its people were often hungry.   
Activity Sheet-
Economic Systems of Panem
In the future North America has almost been destroyed by a civil war. The survivors created Panem. This highly organized nation is divided into twelve districts controlled by the ruthless Capitol. 
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Directions: Match the type of economic system to the description: 

A. COMMAND ECONOMY: an economy in which most economic issues of production and distribution are resolved through central planning and control
B. MARKET ECONOMY: an economy that relies on a system of interdependent market prices to allocate goods, services, and productive resources and to coordinate the diverse plans of consumers and producers, all of them pursuing their own self-interest

C. TRADITIONAL ECONOMY: an economy in which customs and habits from the past are used to resolve most economic issues of production and distribution
________________________________________________________________________
1. ____ The residents of Panem allocate some of their scarce resources each year to celebrate New Year’s Day, just as they did in happier times in the past.  They barter for special foods and gifts. 
2. ____ District 5 was forced to send most of the produce it grew to the Capitol. 
3. ____ Merchants in District 12 used the limited resources sent by the Capitol to produce goods and services which they sold to the citizens for money.
4. ____ The officials in the Capitol decide what resources were sent to each of the twelve districts.  
5. ____ The citizens in the Capitol worked for wages and were able to purchase goods and services sold in shops run by entrepreneurs. 
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