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You can now access CEE’s professional development webinars directly on EconEdLink.org! To receive 
these new professional development benefits, become an EconEdLink member. As a member, you 
will now be able to: 

• Automatically receive a professional development certificate via e-mail within 24 hours after 
viewing any webinar for a minimum of 45 minutes

• Register for upcoming webinars with a simple one-click process 

• Easily download presentations, lesson plan materials and activities for each webinar 

• Search and view all webinars at your convenience 

• Save webinars to your EconEdLink dashboard for easy access to the event

Access our new Professional Development page here

EconEdLink Membership

https://econedlink.org/membership/
https://econedlink.org/professional-development/professional-development-upcoming/?view-by=dayGridMonth&currentStart=2020-Mar-1&activeStart=2020-Mar-1&activeEnd=2020-Apr-11
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Professional Development Opportunities

To earn professional development credit for CEE webinars found on EconEdLink, you must:

• Watch a minimum of 45-minutes and you will automatically receive a professional development certificate 
via e-mail within 24 hours. 

• Attendees can learn how much credit they will earn per workshop. 

Accessing resources: 

• You can now easily download presentations, lesson plan materials, and activities for each webinar from 
EconEdLink.org/professional-development/

Local resources: 

• Insert your local professional development opportunities (if applicable)

http://www.econedlink.org/professional-development


About Me
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Susanna McConnell

AP Microeconomics Teacher, Master Teacher

Susanna Pierce McConnell is a curriculum consultant, Master teacher for the Council of Economics Education and the 
Foundation for Economic Education, and an AP Economics at Westlake High School. She strives to make teaching and 
learning meaningful for teachers and students. In her past 16 years in education, she has taught social studies in the 
US and abroad, participated in Harvard’s Globalizing the Classroom Fellowship, and has traveled with US teachers to 
schools in Japan and South Africa on two remarkable Study Tours. Susanna founded the Teacher Innovation Academy 
on her high school campus where she facilitated PD for 6 years for 30 educators who strive to share best practices 
through innovation. Susanna earned degrees in Spanish and International Economics and her Master of Arts in 
Teaching from Trinity University in San Antonio. Her greatest joys are finding the many connections of economics to 
the real world, traveling, speaking Spanish, and spending time with her family.
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Agenda

• Participant Insights
• Background: Olympics Content Connections
• Classroom Integration

○ Warm Ups: Media
○ Individual Tasks
○ Group Task

• Reflect
• Questions
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Objectives

• Participants will:
○ discover digital media that can facilitate student learning.
○ learn social emotional strategies to connect the content to 

students’ lives.
○ learn relevant tasks to use with tools in their classrooms.
○ reflect on the implementation into their own classroom.
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National Standards
• Standard 2: Effective decision making requires comparing the additional costs 

of alternatives with the additional benefits. Many choices involve doing a 
little more or a little less of something: few choices are “all or nothing” 
decisions.

• Standard 7: A market exists when buyers and sellers interact. This interaction 
determines market prices and thereby allocates scarce goods and services. 



Let’s Connect:
SEL

What’s your favorite Olympic sport to 
watch?

 Add your 
response in the 
Chat box!

Class intro slide



The Shifters of Demand

• Trends or Tastes
• Related Goods’ Prices
• Income
• Buyers (# of buyers)
• Expectations

Background: Demand Shifters

These factors change consumer behavior to demand more or less at ALL 
prices.

https://olympics.com/ioc/becoming-an-olympic-games-host/economic-benefits-of-hosting-the-olympic-games


1
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Background: Cost-Benefit Analysis

● A process used to evaluate the potential costs and benefits of a 
proposed project or policy
○ If TB > TC or if positive net benefit, then complete

● Total Benefits:
○ The improvements in wellbeing or financial impacts on 

markets from the choice
● Total Costs

○ The explicit and implicit costs of the decision
■ Explicit: physical receipts
■ Implicit: next best use of the money

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/economics-hosting-olympic-games


Media Connections

https://olympics.com/ioc/becoming-an-olympic-games-host/economic-benefits-of-hosting-the-olympic-games
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nyta8HjvW_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYnZkFVXvts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bXJGZgR1BU
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/economics-hosting-olympic-games
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/05/1025310133/why-host-the-olympics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzakBHGxhlY


Implementation #1: Warm Ups or Starters



1. Why might a city want to 
host the Olympics?

2. Why might some argue 
hosting the Olympics is 
not a good decision?

Warm Up: Benefits: LA 2028

DURATION: 
10 minutes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbWrEu2NnIk&t=59


Economic Benefits

https://olympics.com/ioc/becoming-an-olympic-games-host/economic-benefits-of-hosting-the-olympic-games
https://olympics.com/ioc/becoming-an-olympic-games-host/economic-benefits-of-hosting-the-olympic-games
https://olympics.com/ioc/becoming-an-olympic-games-host/economic-benefits-of-hosting-the-olympic-games


1. What interesting facts 
did you hear?

2. So what do you think this 
means for cities?

3. Now what is your own 
stance on the issue?

Warm Up: Costs

DURATION:  
15-20 minutes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYnZkFVXvts


1. What is something significant 
you discovered?

2. What are 3 interesting facts 
you read?

3. Now what could be troubling 
about hosting the Olympics?

Warm Up: Article

DURATION: 15-20 
minutes

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/economics-hosting-olympic-games
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/economics-hosting-olympic-games


What did you see (data)?

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/economics-hosting-olympic-games


Student Examples



Implementation #2: Real World Fridays: 
Research and Position Stance



SEL

Which Olympic city would you 
enjoy/have enjoyed visiting?

 Add your 
response in the 
Chat box! Summer Winter

London, England (2012) Sochi, Russia (2014)

Rio de Janeiro (2016) Pyeongchang, Korea (2018)

Tokyo, Japan (2021) Beijing, China (2022)

Paris, France (2024) Milan, Italy (2026)



1. Post the template for research.
2. Give students time to read from 

ProCon.org.
3. Allow students to find a resource to 

support their stance.
4. Have students compile their stance 

into a billboard.

Overview

DURATION: 45-60 minutes





Implementation #3: Research and Debate

https://olympics.com/ioc/olympic-legacy


SEL

What is your favorite Olympic moment?

 Add your 
response in the 
Chat box!



• Day 1: Students research the assigned stance independently. They find evidence to 
defend their stance and potential counter arguments.

• Day 2: Students sit in their assigned stance. They choose their role in the debate, 
and then follow the debate process as they fill out a student handout.  

• Day 3 (optional): Students form new groups to design a movie poster to showcase 
their chosen stance.

Overview of the Assignment



Student Reflection of Unit with Debate

88% want 
another debate

55% like 
current events 

more than 
notes.



1. Introduce the Debate Topic.
2. Allow students to pre-think about 

pros and cons of Hosting the 
Olympics.

3. Assign roles to each table (Pro/Con).
4. Allow students to access the 

research template online.

Day 1: Overview

DURATION: 45-50 minutes



Assignment Overview



Example Research



Resource Exploration (8 mins)

What did you hear?
I heard… (statistic detail), and 
I’m wondering…

“That intangible 
thing… becoming a 
major league city.”

https://www.npr.org/2021/08/05/1025310133/why-host-the-olympics


1. Divide the class into two sections.
2. Explain the debate overview and give a 

handout (paper).
3. Allow for students to choose a role in 

the debate.
4. Follow the debate process in the slides.

a. Intro Round
b. Critique
c. Final Round

5. Have students add to their handout 
each part of the debate and reflect at 
the end.

Day 2: Overview

DURATION: 45-50 minutes



Day 2: Assignment + Slides



Classroom Setup

Divide the 
classroom into 
for and against. 
Label the 
boards at the 
front of the 
class.





Students in Action
Intro Round: Pre-Think

Critique Round

Final Word: Pre-Think

Critique Rounds



Breakout Rooms: Come up with your group’s best 
arguments for your stance? (8 mins)

What are the major arguments for 
your stance?

Simulated Intro Round

Group 1: Host the Olympics.
Group 2: Don’t host the Olympics.



Intro Round: Simulation: Why is your stance the 
best? Share evidence.



Student Voices

Final Word: Anti Hosting

Final Word: Hosting

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C-Ece2i_ZFJZI74aUrzxx4Q6c3hxiS3E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qh6e6DR2gqujcYeOu9YodTcEd5M55hF3/view?usp=sharing


Day 3: Movie Poster



Reflect

What’s something you can use in your classroom?

 Add your 
response in the 
Chat box!

Classroom 
Connections

Option #1 Option #2 Option #3

Check Ins: 
SEL 

What’s your 
favorite 

Olympics 
sport?

Which Olympic 
city would you 
have enjoyed 

visiting?

What’s your 
favorite 
Olympic 

moment?

Warm Ups

Video + 
Questions

Article + 
Questions

Video + What, 
So What, Now 

What

Tasks
Individual 
Research

Debate Prep + 
Debate

Movie Poster: 
Group Stance



Reflection
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Q & A
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https://www.npr.org/2021/08/05/1025310133/why-host-the-olympics
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/economics-hosting-olympic-games
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbWrEu2NnIk&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nyta8HjvW_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYnZkFVXvts
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CEE Affiliates

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/

Include your local affiliate page

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/


Thank You to Our 
Sponsors!
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Susanna.Pierce.McConnell@gmail.com
Thank You


