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	Time: 30 minutes 
	National Standards in Economics
STANDARD 1: SCARCITY, STANDARD 3: ALLOCATION

	Objectives
Students will be able to:
· Identify methods of resource allocation.
· Apply allocation methods to a fictional scenario.
· Determine how personal characteristics and 
physical attributes affect the allocation of resources
	Materials
· Visual- Introducing the Five Golden Ticket Winners
· Activity Sheet – Who Wins the Factory?
· Writing Tools
· Book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 
for reference


	Introduction
Willy Wonka, the world-famous chocolatier, is opening his mysterious candy factory for the first time in many years and devises the perfect promotional plan.  He announces that “I, Willy Wonka, have decided to allow five children – just five, mind you, and no more – to visit my factory this year.” These lucky children will be the finders of one of five Golden Tickets, found inside the wrapper of a normal-looking candy bar. This is a worldwide contest.  The winners get a special tour of the candy factory and a lifetime supply of chocolate.  

Who Wins the Factory?
1. Begin the activity by asking the students if they have heard of the book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Acknowledge their responses and read the provided introduction to the class. 
2. Display the visual- Introducing the Five Golden Ticket Winners and review its contents, reviewing the five ticket winners and their unique characteristics. This document should be displayed throughout the lesson or run off and provided for student reference. 
3. Ask the students why there was such a demand for the Golden Tickets. Explain that Willy Wonka created a situation involving scarcity. Define SCARCITY as the condition of limited resources-- because resources are limited, people must make choices.  
4. Review the characteristics of the five ticket winners. Explain that these characters changed slightly from the book to the movies, but they are to use the information on the chart for the activity.
5. Distribute the Activity Sheet – Who Wins the Factory?  and writing tools. Students may work with partners, in small groups, or individually.
6. Review the directions with the students. Explain this is a “what do you think” activity and it will be interesting to learn what ideas they have. 
7. Allow them time to fill out the activity sheet. This takes about ten minutes. 
8. Ask students to share their solutions, encouraging class discussion. Note: The possible response guide is for reference. Students will likely suggest other solutions.


	Enrichment

1. Challenge students to consider other allocation methods such as auction, first-come/first-served, share, and voting. Ask if they think these methods would apply to the selection of five ticket winners. 
2. Propose a scarcity situation such as “no clean water after a natural disaster” or “limited seating space in the school cafeteria” and ask the students to select the allocation method they feel would be fair to the most people.






Visual


Introducing the Five Golden Ticket Winners
	Name
	Age
	Nationality/Economic Status 
	Physical & Personality Traits

	Violet Beauregarde
	12
	American/Middle-Class
[bookmark: _Int_gKeldLr2][Father is a used car salesman]
	Athletic, Competitive,
Malicious, Prideful, Obsessed with chewing gum

	Charlie Bucket
	11
	English/Extremely Poor
[Lives in a tiny house with his parents and four grandparents]
	Thin, Friendly, Loving,
Humble, Curious, helpful

	Augustus Gloop
	9
	German/Middle-Class
[Father is a butcher]
	Large, Overweight, Disobedient, Selfish,
Gluttonous

	Veruca Salt
	9
	English/Very Wealthy 
[Lives in a mansion with her indulgent parents]
	Very pretty, greedy disrespectful, self-centered

	Mike Teavee
	9
	American/Middle-Class
[Spends most of his time watching cowboy shows on television]

	Wears cowboy clothes, Intelligent, Lazy, Reckless, Dislikes Chocolate, Obsessed with technology
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Allocation- The process of distributing a good or service 
	Allocation Option
	Examples

	Brute Force
	The strongest fights to win

	Contest
	Based on achievement such as a race, report card grades, a game of chess 

	Lottery 
	The “roll of the dice” would determine the winner

	Need
	Based on who would benefit the most 

	Personal Characteristics
	Based on age, gender, 
physical appearance, intelligence, etc. 

	Price
	Based on who has to most money to spend




Activity


Who Should Win the Chocolate Factory?
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In the book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Charlie Bucket was the only ticket holder to make it to the end of the tour. If this had not been the case, Willy Wonka would need to select a winner. There could only be one. 
Directions: Using the allocation options listed on the chart, select the method you think each character would like to use. Why do you think they would make this choice?
EXAMPLE:
	Character
	Allocation Method
	Why?

	Willy Wonka
	Authority
	Willy Wonka likes to be in control. He likely wanted Charlie to be the winner from the very beginning and would choose him to be the new factory owner. 



	Character
	Allocation Method
	Why?

	Violet Beauregarde

	
	

	Charlie Bucket

	
	

	Augustus Gloop

	
	

	Veruca 
Salt

	
	

	Mike 
Teavee

	
	





Answer Key


Note: This is a “what do you think” activity. Students may have different responses. The objective is that they use critical thinking skills to rationalize what allocation method is in the best interest of each of the ticket holders.

Answer Key for Who Should Win the Chocolate Factory?

	Character
	Allocation Method
	Why?

	Violet Beauregarde

	Contest
	Violet is competitive and thinks of herself as a winner. She is sure she could win any contest. 

	Charlie Bucket

	Need
	The poorest ticket winner, Charlie and his family never have enough to eat. He needs to work to help support his big family. 

	Augustus Gloop

	Brute Force
	Augustus is very big and very greedy. He has no problem knocking people down who get in his way. 

	Veruca 
Salt

	Price
	Money is of no concern to Veruca. He father spent lots of money finding her a ticket. He would buy her the chocolate factory if she wanted it. 

	Mike 
Teavee

	Lottery
	Mike Teavee is very smart and could easily figure out a method of winning most games of chance. 
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