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You can now access CEE’s professional development webinars directly on EconEdLink.org! To 
receive these new professional development benefits, become an EconEdLink member. As a 
member, you will now be able to:

• Automatically receive a professional development certificate via e-mail within 24 hours after 
viewing any webinar for a minimum of 45 minutes

• Register for upcoming webinars with a simple one-click process

• Easily download presentations, lesson plan materials and activities for each webinar

• Search and view all webinars at your convenience

• Save webinars to your EconEdLink dashboard for easy access to the event

Access our new Professional Development page here

EconEdLink Membership

https://econedlink.org/membership/
https://econedlink.org/professional-development/professional-development-upcoming/?view-by=dayGridMonth&currentStart=2020-Mar-1&activeStart=2020-Mar-1&activeEnd=2020-Apr-11
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Professional Development Opportunities

To earn professional development credit for CEE webinars found on EconEdLink, you 
must:

• Watch a minimum of 45-minutes and you will automatically receive a professional 
development certificate via e-mail within 24 hours. 

• Attendees can learn how much credit they will earn per workshop. 

Accessing resources:

• You can now easily download presentations, lesson plan materials, and activities for 
each webinar from EconEdLink.org/professional-development/

http://www.econedlink.org/professional-development
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Founder and president – LifeFinanceEd, LLC 

M.Ed. in Curriculum & Instruction - The University of Massachusetts

Advocate of financial literacy and economic education  

2017: CEE Master Teacher program inductee 

Teacher of social studies / financial literacy – 22nd year

About Me
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Identify and describe key figures, events, and trends in the 
history of Black entrepreneurship, from the late 19th and early 
20th centuries to the present day

Develop and adapt lesson plans and instructional strategies 
that effectively integrate the history and significance of Black 
enterprise into their existing social studies or related subject 
curricula

Connect the historical legacy of Black entrepreneurship to 
contemporary issues of racial equity, economic justice, and 
community development,

Learning Objectives 



Guiding Questions
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How did discrimination and the lack of access to traditional 
financial institutions affect Black entrepreneurs' ability to 
start and grow their businesses?

What were some of the key legal, social, and economic 
obstacles that Black entrepreneurs faced in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s?

How did individual resilience, community support, and 
strategic business practices contribute to the success of 
Black entrepreneurs despite these challenges?



Let’s look at 
the data! 



Black Entrepreneurship -TODAY
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~ 200,000 Black-owned businesses 
employ 1.6 million Americans **



Black Entrepreneurship -TODAY
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~ 200,000 Black-owned businesses 
employ 1.6 million Americans **



Black Entrepreneurship -TODAY
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Black Entrepreneurship -TODAY
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Post Civil War –The New South

Southern infrastructure, capital, economy 

Total disarray (political & economic)

4 million freed from bondage 

The era of Reconstruction





• 4,000 + schools (200,000 + students )

• Colleges and universities (HBCUs)

• Community of learning  Education

• 20% of southern blacks owned land

• Growth of tenant farming and wage laborLandownership

• Middle-class success

• Acquisition of property

• Development of businesses

• Autonomous  African American communities 

Progress & Self 
Improvement  

Seeds of Black Entrepreneurship

Post-Civil War America
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Challenges to Black Entrepreneurship

Systemic racism 

Access to capital

Violence and intimidation

Post-Civil War America
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Challenges to Black Entrepreneurship

Jim Crow laws and other forms of discrimination 
limited access to capital, markets, and resources.

Banks and other traditional financial institutions often refused 
to lend money to Black individuals and businesses; racist 

assumptions regarding credit worthiness

Black entrepreneurs faced threats and acts of violence aimed 
at discouraging their business activities.

Post-Civil War America 
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Services and Industries
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Services and Industries

Personal Services 
Barbershops and Salons

Restaurants and Catering

Laundry Services
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Services and Industries

Retail
General Stores

Tailoring  

Carpentry - Trades



21

Services and Industries

Community 
Funeral Homes 

Insurance 

Banking and Finance
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Resilience and Support

Individual

Community 

Legal



• Madam C.J. Walker: "I had to make my own living and my own opportunity. But I 
made it! Don't sit down and wait for the opportunities to come. Get up and make 
them".

• Annie M. Malone: “I could be no happier than giving service to my people.”

• Booker T. Washington: “We should not permit our grievances to overshadow our 
opportunities.”

• CharlesClintonSpaulding: “Perhaps the greatest misconception about the 
administration of big business lies in the common belief of the average man that the 
large business unit is easily managed and runs with a minimum of work on the part of 
the executive.”

“What They Said!”



Black Wall Street  
Greenwood District - Tulsa



• Increased economic opportunities

• Creation of jobs for the Black community 

• Individual and community wealth 

Economic 
Independence 

• Offering essential services 

• Hub for social gatherings

• Investments in philanthropy

• Cultural pride 

Community 
Development 

• Challenged racial stereotypes

• Increased pride and economic confidence 

• Economic progress aligned with civil rights advocacy 

• Autonomous  African American communities 

Social & Political 
Empowerment 

Results of Black Entrepreneurship



Assorted Resources and Activities 
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Black Entrepreneurial Spirit - A Legacy of Resilience

A Study in Black Entrepreneurship 



I. Introduction

Entrepreneur's Name:

Era of Focus: (e.g., Reconstruction, Great 

Migration, Civil Rights Era, Modern Day)

Brief Overview/Thesis Statement: (What are the 

key characteristics you will explore? What is the 

overall impact of Black entrepreneurs you will 

discuss?)

Key Characteristics

Resilience: (Facing adversity, overcoming obstacles, 
perseverance)
Innovation: (Creating new products/services, adapting to 
change, problem-solving)
Community Focus: (Serving the needs of Black 
communities, building economic empowerment)
Self-Determination: (Taking initiative, creating 
opportunities, challenging limitations)
Financial Acumen: (Managing resources, building wealth, 
investing wisely)
(Add other relevant characteristics you discover in your 
research)



I. Evidence and Examples

Resilience Example: (e.g., Madam C.J. Walker's 

perseverance despite facing discrimination and 

health challenges)

Innovation Example: (e.g., Garrett Morgan's 

inventions that improved safety and technology)

Community Focus Example: (e.g., Black-owned banks 

that provided access to capital for Black 

communities)

Self-Determination Example: (e.g., The 

establishment of Black Wall Street in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma)

Financial Acumen Example: (e.g., The growth and 

success of North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance 

Company)

Impact and Legacy 

Economic Impact: (Job creation, wealth building, 
community development)
Social Impact: (Challenging stereotypes, fostering pride, 
promoting self-reliance)
Political Impact: (Supporting civil rights movement, 
advocating for economic justice)
Contemporary Relevance: (How does the legacy of Black 
entrepreneurship continue to inspire and influence 
today?)



Conclusion

Summary of Findings: (Briefly reiterate the key characteristics and their significance.)

Concluding Thoughts: (Offer a final reflection on the enduring legacy of Black entrepreneurial spirit.)





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bP8_O1_Q2f8&list=PLp79CNianrN4RK9Q4jqE6-WStg9Wc5IKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6tH5RrKGZ4&list=PLp79CNianrN4RK9Q4jqE6-WStg9Wc5IKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi0y1Q2f3aY&list=PLp79CNianrN4RK9Q4jqE6-WStg9Wc5IKY
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A black background with green and grey letters

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

History of the PBS Logo

https://www.izzit.org/lessons/
https://guides.loc.gov/african-americans-in-business/library-of-congress-resources/teaching-resources
https://econedlink.org/?s=black+history+month
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/tell-them-we-are-rising/
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Thank You! 
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